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MOPAR

EVEN IF IT GOES,
CHROMIE IT!

RETRO USA'S NEW CHALLENGER BUMPER KITS
ADD STYLE TO YOUR LC BEAST... QUICKLY.

STORY GEOFF STUNKARD

THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A LITTLE DISDAIN AMONG THE HARDCORE
MUSCLE PEOPLE FOR ITEMS THAT DON'T ACTUALLY HELP YOU GO FASTER.
SURE, MAYBE YOU CAN SWAP A SET OF NEW BLOWER PISTONS INTO
YOUR GTX ON A COOL SUMMER MORNING, BUT FOR A LOT OF USs, THAT'S
STILL A BUNCH OF WORK.

Parts that simply look good on the  style is subtle, with the inset grille area Florida, had a personal cruiser base-

outside can make a statement too, sculpted to match the surrounding model Challenger. These guys have been
especially when they don’t need a bodywork with nothing bright except doing top conversions since the 1970s
huge amount of tools or skill to use. the rim of the grille insert and the and have found the new LC models

= = —= a great market niche (they did
virtually all the Chally convertibles
shown at SEMA last year). Larry felt
something was missing.

“The front of my car, which is
-—-.'y black, lacked anything distinct,”

o herecalls. “l was parked next to

a 1970 convertible and realized it
was the lack of the chrome bumper
and nose trim that was missing.
The grille leaps out of the older car
because of the chrome trim.”
Luckily, Retro USA is offering just
what was needed. Gary and son
Daryl Green are long-time Mopar fans
(they have a '64 Polara drag car) and
are using 21st century technology to
add vintage styling cues to modern
American performance cars. They
now have several Challenger pieces
available, and Larry agreed to have
Daryl (a summa cum laude graduate of
Mankato State University in Automotive
Engineering Technology and a SEMA
Scholarship recipient) do the bumper

Retro USA’s Challenger dress-up chrome nose emblem. Certainly it install onsite at the Mopar Nationals
pieces fit that bill. works, but if you want a little more shine  in the Retro USA booth. The whole

While there are many ways you can up there, what do you do? process took about 20 minutes; you'’ll
modify and personalize your ride, one Larry Moran, who is the sales manager probably need a little more time if you
thing that is somewhat lacking in the for Droptop Customs by Convertible are doing this at home for the first time,
present models is chrome. The modern  Builders LLC (owned by his son Jeff) in but it is pretty easy.
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4 Clean up the factory front bumper one last
time; Daryl Green uses isopropyl alcohol to
make sure no bugs and road spots are left on
the Droptop Customs shop showpiece.

2 The bumper set includes three pieces: the
chromed bumper made from high-impact

TPO plastic and two supports to keep it from
being flush with the car itself. Take a look at the
support; there is one for each side and it will
only fit one way. 3M’s VHB double-sided tape
will keep it in place, leaving a seamless, OEM-
appearing install. The adhesive is covered by
bright red tape ribbon.

3 Daryl holds one section up against the car,
carefully making sure it is exactly situated on
the OEM section. These are conformed to the
shape of the fascia and are self-aligning. Once
satisfied, he peels back about a half-inch of
the red tape ribbon from each corner to keep
it located. Then, it is a careful, steady pull to
remove the entire backing ribbon, going from
the end to the center; the end points keep the
bumper located until all the rear ribbons are
pulled off.

4 Note as Daryl holds up the passenger-side
support that the two sections do not abut each
other; there is a space between them. The

supporters will align perfectly if the corners are
on correctly. Again, peel back a small amount
of ribbon to locate the support and verify they
are parallel before completing the complete
install for the supporter. Lay the new bumper
over this for one final check before proceeding.

5 This 3M Adhesion Promoter is used on
the rear of the chromed assembly and will
ensure the exposed adhesive on the support
will adhere completely. It works just like a
towelette; just be sure you are ready to install
the bumper when you do this.
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Watch for Keisler’s XP HEMI Charger
on Chop Cut Rebuild Season 7!

A-41 Automatic Kit
No Cutting... Period
FREE
Sport Mode
K’ Switch
\\t. optional
* Paddle Shift
Engine Braking

= e
e

~

- 5 KEISLER RS 5-Speed Kit
ST
S

Keisler Exclusive - Made in USA
Close Ratio 2.80
600 Ib-ft

Best Fit
Best Quality

TKO PerfectFit 5-Speed Kit
PerfectFit A-B-E
500-600 Ib-ft

W KEISLER

ENGINEERING

www.keislerauto.com/me
New Videos! www.KeislerTV.com

CALL
NOW (888) 609-0045 ext 1

2010 Keisler Engineering.

ME_1012B

TREMEC & K 010. Al nghts reserved
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6 At this juncture, a second pair of hands are a big plus.
Gary Green holds one end while Daryl makes certain the
bumper is properly aligned. Time is taken to be sure that
the bumper is exactly right; Daryl worked from the center
of the car to the ends, making sure the bumper has not
shifted. By exposing a small amount of adhesive at each
end point, the bumper is securely held to the car while
Daryl prepares to strip out the ribbons.

7 The realistic gap between bumper and car created
by the supports is a tribute to their pre-engineering
and makes the bumper look like a stand-alone piece
of equipment. Here is the front trim. Both it and the
rear consist of three pieces and are created for perfect
alignment and long-term construction. Lightweight
and durable - frankly, we'd like to see this stuff on a
few of the current NHRA Drag Paks.




8 From behind, we can see the additional chrome rear
bumper and perfectly fitted chrome trim, augmented
by Magnaflow exhaust tips. The edge the trim mounts
to seems made for this modification, and it frames the
taillights.

O Here is Larry Moran, engineer Daryl Green, and
owner Gary Green with the final product. A=

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

RETRO USA
(877) 4RetroUSA
http://retrousa.net

DROPTOP CUSTOMS
(386) 454-2060
www.droptopcustoms.com

JC Auto Restoration

Radio Restoration

- AM/FM conversion

- iPod and RCA
outputs

- Cosmetic
restoration

- Search-tune repair

- Service tube/solid
state radios

Gauge & Speedo

Restoration

- Face restoration

- Re-color pointers

- Calibration

- Repair/replace
gauge movements o

- Electroluminescent Extensive Invent

o’:y
oﬁ NOS @/t':yslc'z ,za':ts./

Clocks & Switches
Fuel Tank
Sending Units
Rebuild Electric
Motors
Automobile
Record Players:
45 rpm & 16 2/3 rpm

instruments

20815 - 52 Ave W

Lynnwood, WA 98036

www.jcauto.com - jcauto@jcauto.com
ph. 425-672-8324 - fax 425-771-2522

2

EXTENSIVE INVENTORY
KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

Brewer's Performance
2560 S. State Route 48
Ludlow Falls, OH 45339

SAME DAY SHIPPING ON MOST ORDERS Phone: 937-698.4250 (10AM.6PM)
FROM THE SMALLEST PART TO COMPLETE Fax: 937-698-7109 (24 HRS)
CONVERSION PACKAGES... -

BREWER'S PERFORMANCE HAS IT ALL 11 erlormance Inc. =

4-SPEED TRANSMISSION & COMPONENT SPECIALISTS
ONLINE STORE Il! WWW.BREWERSPERFORMANCE.COM

Robullt 4-Speeds, Ou(rlgm WL ia i X
199500 BIG BLOCK R
%snﬁl Bellhousin,
Small Block Stal

A, B, & E-BODY COMPLETE
4-SPEED CONVERSION

PACKAGES  starting at
$3,469.50

23 Spline
18 Spline

%_ieounidmg Service on Your BELLHOUSINGS
ransmission,
From $295 (plus parts) ONLY $299.95!

Restored Pedal Assemblies $299.95 & up
Clutch Pedal Stud Brackets $19.95
Clutch/Brake Pedal Pads  from $16.95 pr
Clutch Rod Pedal to Z-Bar $59.9!

Clutch Rod Boot, Most Models $6.95
Clutch Rod Boot 62-5 B-Body $19.95

N,

1970 B-BODY
CONSOLE PISTOL
GRIP BOOT 589 95

Lower Covers from $49 95

Steel Floor Tunnels r Seal

1962-5 B-Body $169.95

Torque Shafts (Z-Bars), all models ~ $89.95 1966-70 B-B: 149.95 Clutch Forks from 559 95

Torque Shaft Service Kits from $36.95 1967-76 A-B%; :149 95 Clutch Fork Pivot Brackets from $19.95

Frame Ballstud Brackets $39.95 1970-4 E, 71-4 B-Body $149.95 Clutch Fork Boots, All Models $18.95
Clutch Adjusting Rod Kits from $42.95 1971-4 B-Body (Bench) $149.95

3$3§8 g l
(. oksdo =T l
- P —— i

7 Shifter Boots from $49.95  Linkage Rod Sets from $119.95

g Shifter Boot Bezels  from $29.95 g::"lt'"s%m"e' Sets i from $49.95

Hays, Centerforce & McLeod uilt r Mechanisms, exchange from $199.95

1970 B / 19704 E NEW Shifter Mechanisms 5299 95

Clutch Packages rom $289.95 Hurst/inland Conversion Shifter
Reproduction Hursl Pls(ol Grip Levers Billet Shifter Mounting Plates / Hardware 559 95
19704 E, 71-4 B-Bi $159.95
1971-4 B-Body (Ben ) 7995 £ o
1970 B-Body (Non Console) $189.95
1970 B-Body (Console) 99 95 Transmission Rebulld Kits from $99. 95
Replacement Grips $30.95 Synchronizer Rings, set/4 mm $49.9!
op Bezel $25.95 Gasket & Seal Kits m $29. 95 A-Body Big Bolt Pattern Axles  from $229.95
Shift Pattemn Lens $16.95 New Synchronizer Assemblies from $129.95 Non-Adj. "Green" Axle Bearings $79.95 pr

www.brewersperformance.com
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